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We are pleased to roll out our Summer Reading Experience 2022 

 

At Notre Dame - Bishop Gibbons we work to help keep students on track with learning.  Part of 

this is requiring summer reading.  Following a study done in 2020, shared in the American 

Education Research Journal, 52% of students lost an average of 39% of their learning gains 

during the summer.  This evaluation included 200 million test scores, in 7,500 school 

districts.With this data, we also realize that summer is also a time for kids to recharge - and just 

be kids.  In looking at balancing this, we are requiring one book be read, (details follow below), 

and a choice of articles, which reflect an Albany Diocesan Schools summer reading, which will 

be delivered to your email early this summer. 

 

We encourage all students to read more than just the Summer Reading Experience book and 

articles.  Read a new author, one you already like.  Try a magazine, newspaper, blogs.  Go to a 

bookstore and wander.  Ask the staff for their favorites.  Type a book you have liked into 

Amazon, and see what is suggested under “Frequently Bought Together”, or “Customers Who 

Bought This Also Bought”.  Chances are you will find things you like to read.  Fiction or 

nonfiction.  It’s all good reading! 

 

 

Middle School (grades 6 - 8) 

Mrs. Harp (harpk@nd-bg.org) 

 

The Assignment 

Read the book assigned to your grade level, and complete a 10 entry dialectical journal which 

will be handed in the second full week of school in September.  Directions for how to complete a 

dialectical journal follow.  

 

Grade 5 going into 6th 

The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett 

OR  

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 

 

 

Grade 6 going into 7th 

Starfish by Lisa Fipps 

OR 

The Worst Years of My Life by James Patterson 
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Grade 7 going into 8th 

Holes by Loius Sachar 

OR 

Once by Morris Gleitzman 

 

 

High School 

Mrs. White (tricia_white@nd-bg.org) 

Mr. Verhayden (john_verhayden@nd-bg.org) 

 

The Assignment 

Read the book assigned to your grade level, and complete a dialectical journal which will be 

handed in the second full week of school in September.  Directions for how to complete a 

dialectical journal follow, as well as the number of entries required. 

 

 

Grade 8 going into 9th 

Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

 

11 Dialectic Journal entries 

 

Grade 9 going into 10th 

And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie 

OR 

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 

 

12 Dialectic Journal entries 

 

Grade 10 going into 11th 

Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger 

 

13 Dialectic Journal entries 

 

Grade 11 going into 12th 

Montana 1948 by Larry Watson 

 

14 Dialectic Journal entries 
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Dialectical Journal 

 

The purpose of a dialectical journal is to identify significant pieces of text and explain the 

significance. It is another form of highlighting/annotating text and should be used to think about, 

digest, summarize, question, clarify, critique, and remember what is read. 

 

This is an excellent way to more fully understand a text. 

 

 

Quote 

Find a quote which you feel is significant.  It can be significant to the story, or it may be a piece 

that is significant to you personally.  The quote may also be a question which you have about a 

character, event, theme, etc.   

 

Response 

Each response should be 3 - 4 sentences. 

 

1. Raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text. 

2. Give your personal reactions to the passage. 

3. Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author. 

4. Tell what it reminds you of from your own experiences. 

5. Write about what it makes you think or feel. 

 

Example 

(From Night by Elie Wiesel) 

 

Quote         

“Human suffering anywhere concerns men and women everywhere.”  

Response 

This quote shows one of the themes of the book, which is the world being responsible for 

wrongs that are done to other people.  If people do not stand up to what is wrong, the world will 

spin downward.  This is like the idea that any behavior  that isn’t spoken against, is acceptable.  

For example, a teen drinking a lot and coming home and not having their parents speak to him 

or her about it could seem  

 

 

 

 

Attached are reading lists for extra reading ideas outside of the required  

Summer Reading Experience. 

 



 

 





 High School Summer Reading 
 Assignment 















































 Questions on, “Counterintelligence and Huminit in the U.S. Civil 
 War” 

 A.  What is the writer’s claim? Be sure to use evidence from the text. 

 B.  After reading, what are two (2) questions that you still have that you want to explore 
 further? 

 C.  In informational text, a complex set of ideas or sequences of events explains how 
 specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop.  Explain how this is proven 
 true in this text. 

 D.  Consider the writing. 
 How does Keithly use humor to expand his topic? 
 How is the structure of the text organized to aid understanding of the text? 



Name: Class:

"Untitled" by Saffu is licensed under CC0.

Drones Put Spying Eyes in The Sky
The U.S. military developed drones for spying, but scientists are now finding ways to use these flying robots in

research and conservation

By Stephen Ornes
2014

A drone is a flying robot that does not require a pilot inside of the vehicle. The U.S. military has implemented
drones and other unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) for spying. As technology advances, researchers and scientists
are exploring how drones can be used for many other uses. As you read, identify all of the potential uses for
drones.

Thomas Snitch is no ordinary spy.

On a May night last year, Snitch gathered his
surveillance1 team in a wild corner of South Africa.
They waited until well after sunset before stealthily
beginning their mission. Using a catapult2 powered by
a bungee cord, the experts launched a small airplane
over the deep and dark landscape, thick with acacia
trees sporting 5-centimeter (2-inch) thorns.

Their robotic aircraft — or drone — is about as long
as a bicycle and sports a 2.4-meter (8-foot) wingspan.
In recent years, scientists have begun putting drones
in the air to do many kinds of groundbreaking
research. Drones carry no pilot, passengers or crew.
They are often small and light. Some fly like an airplane, others like a helicopter or a blimp. Drones may fly
autonomously (along a preprogrammed path) or under the control of a pilot on the ground.

That night in South Africa, Snitch and his team flew their drone by remote control over Kruger National Park.
High in the sky, and under the cover of darkness, the Terrapin 1 flew undetected over the landscape. Though
unseen, it could see perfectly. The experts scanned the ground using a special camera attached to their drone.
This camera was designed to see anything that gives off heat, including elephants, rhinos — and people.

Snitch was looking for all three. “We’re trying to own the night,” he says. The team’s mission was simple: protect
the animals from poachers — illegal hunters — all the while huddled inside a hut tucked in the African bush. It
was no easy task. But it was an important one. Poachers kill 1,000 rhinos a year in South Africa. That translates
to one every 8 to 9 hours.

[1]

[5]

1. the careful and continuous watching of a person or group in order to collect data
2. a device for throwing or flinging something into the air
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Monitoring endangered species, including the rhinoceros, is becoming an increasingly common use of drone
technology. Snitch, a computer scientist at the University of Maryland in College Park, combines a drone’s view
with math and computer software to find and catch poachers before they strike.

The list of other uses in science for such flying spies in the sky is long and growing. In April, archaeologists
reported they had used drones to find the buried remnants — including houses and walls — of a 1,000-year-old
settlement in the New Mexico desert. In May, storm-chasers sent a drone into a supercell. They wanted to learn
more about twisters, and this type of storm cloud can produce a tornado. In July, the state of Washington
received federal government approval to use drones to monitor wildfires.

Drone researchers are just getting started.

Spying on everything

The U.S. military has flown spy drones over battlefields in foreign countries since the 1990s. (Dozens of other
countries now use them too.) In the early 2000s, military drones became lethal. They began carrying and
launching powerful missiles. Military drones tend to be big and expensive: A Predator drone measures as long
as a school bus and costs about $4 million. These drones can fly as high as piloted jet aircraft and fire missiles.
Between 2009 and 2013, the U.S. government spent between $25 billion and $30 billion on drone technology,
according to a study by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).

More recently, smaller and cheaper drones have become widely available. A drone suitable for research usually
costs at least $1,000. Hobbyists can buy simpler models for just a few hundred dollars. Amazon, the online
retailer, sells drones. Next it wants to use drones to deliver orders. So does a beer company in Minnesota and a
pizzeria in Syktyvkar, Russia. Martha Stewart uses a drone to take aerial pictures of her farm in upstate New
York.

USGS researchers are beginning to use drones retired from warfare. For example, in 2009, the agency received
a shipment of AeroVironment Raven RQ-11A drones. These had been used for military operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan before better and more expensive models replaced them.

“Those were going to be destroyed. But we said, ‘We’ll take them,’” recalls Jeff Sloan. He manages the agency’s
Unmanned Aircraft System Project Office in Denver, Colo. Basically, he explains: “We recycled them.”

Since then, his agency has used the Ravens — which have fixed wings and a propeller — for a variety of
projects. For example, USGS scientists sent their drones to spy on — and count — sandhill cranes as they
migrated through the San Luis Valley of Colorado in 2009.

For now, Sloan says, USGS drones only capture visuals of the ground below. They fly cameras that capture
images in natural color. Most also host video cameras that hunt for heat. Anything that emits heat — from
vehicle engines to human bodies — produces infrared light.3 Thermal cameras can detect that infrared light,

[10]

3. Infrared is a type of electromagnetic radiation, and infrared light has wavelengths longer than those visible
to humans. Other invisible wavelengths include X rays, radio waves and microwaves.
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which the human eye cannot. “The cameras push beyond what the eye can see,” he explains.

When using a drone equipped with a thermal camera to track wildlife, Sloan says that scientists often prefer to
fly at night or early in the morning. The animals are calmer then, he explains. The warmth of their bodies also
stands out better against the cooler surroundings. “Birds show up like rice on a piece of black paper.”

And video is just the beginning. Other researchers have come to USGS with big ideas. For instance, Sloan says
he’s been talking to scientists who want to mount laser-measuring devices on drones. These light detection and
ranging, or LIDAR, systems can map the shape and contour of the landscape by firing laser pulses at the
ground. Sloan says that drones could be a versatile tool in many a scientific toolbox.

“It’s amazing what they’re able to handle.”

Farming from the sky

Drones have enormous potential to change the way many different people work, since these aerial robots can
collect huge amounts of data in a short time, says Rory Paul. This engineer’s company, Volt Aerial Robotics,
builds drones in Chesterfield, Mo.

Almost any kind of sensor can be attached to a drone to make measurements, Paul says. For example, in 2011,
a power plant in Japan was hit by a tsunami (a series of powerful ocean waves) and began leaking radiation. The
area is still too dangerous for people to enter. But scientists have sent in drones to measure radiation levels
there. And in 2013, NASA scientists fitted three drones with electronic sensors to sniff for sulfur dioxide while
flying over the rim — and through the plume — of an active volcano in Costa Rica.

“We haven’t even scratched the surface,” says Paul of all the applications for drone technology. Farmers use his
company’s drones to quickly and efficiently inspect their crops.

In the fall of 2012, Paul led a project to use drones to spy on a soybean field in Iowa. The aircraft can fly low
enough to give a farmer a close-up view. That can reveal any insect damage that requires the application of
pesticides or some other treatment. By zipping back and forth overhead, the drone also saves a lot of tromping
across fields.

“If you have 600 acres of corn and walk through 200 acres three times a week, you won’t hit the same spot
twice,” he says. A drone could collect visuals on that area in a matter of hours, providing “a much bigger
overview of what’s happening.” And it won’t damage any plants along the way.

Paul notes that while drones can help individual farmers, they may not be useful on a large scale. He says that
using drones to survey all the farmland in the United States alone would be too expensive. Big problems, such
as figuring out how to grow enough food in the right places to feed the world, would be better solved with more
complex technology — including smarter satellites that peer down on Earth from space.

Still, drones do offer the potential to increase crop yields, Paul says. Farmers can use images captured by a
drone to identify plants whose color, seen in the infrared, might reflect the use of too much or too little
fertilizer. Farmers could then respond by fine-tuning the way they care for the plants in that corner of their
fields. Soon, when cameras are even better, drones may begin to image individual pests.

[15]

[20]
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Flushing out poachers

On that night in South Africa, Snitch and his team were searching for a different kind of pest.

Ruthless poachers, often armed with guns, roam the park after dark. They kill rhinos for their horns and
elephants for their ivory tusks. Both can be sold for big bucks. Snitch thought that if the drone could spot the
animals, it might reveal the presence of any suspicious characters nearby. And if it did spy someone, he could
call a nearby park ranger. That gun-toting ranger could then intercept the would-be poacher to spare the
animals.

The night of May 25, 2013, was the drone’s first flight in a week of testing. Its battery would keep it airborne for
only three hours. Outside the hut where Snitch and his team waited, the night was alive.

“It was really scary,” he says. “There are leopards, hyenas and snakes out there. It was pitch black in the heavy
bush, and you can’t see much.” One night during the experiment, he says, elephants brushed up against the
side of a nearby vehicle. On another, a pride of lions watched the scientists from about 20 meters (66 feet)
away.

The scientists weren’t watching the forest immediately around them. Gathered together indoors, they were
watching a computer screen showing real-time footage from the drone. Snitch says it’s not easy to find animals
or people by looking at random. The park is huge, covering more ground than the U.S. state of Connecticut. And
poachers have the advantage. They know the area and are smart about finding animals.

But Snitch’s strategy didn’t involve searching at random. He had a secret weapon: math. He and his colleagues
designed computer programs that used mathematical formulas to predict where the animals would roam. This
is where the poachers might be headed. And that’s right where Snitch’s team sent its drone.

“I didn’t have to find a poacher, I had to find a rhino,” he says.

Without a way to accurately predict the best place to look for animals, he says, the drone would have been
flying blind. The good news: His team’s technology worked. The scientists spotted a small group of rhinos that
first night. They also spotted a suspicious car nearby, parked on a rough road. Snitch called in the rangers; the
rhinos survived the night.

About 100 years ago, rhinos were plentiful in Africa and Asia. But because of extreme poaching, some species
have gone extinct. The five remaining species are all endangered, and people like Snitch are trying to catch the
poachers before the animals vanish. Most rhinos are poached from Kruger National Park. But during the week
that Snitch and his team spent testing the drone, no rhinos died in the area.

His week in Africa showed that drones and computer programs together might fend off poachers. Next, he’ll be
flying drones in Kenya, watching after elephants. Later, he may head off to Asia — to track and protect
endangered tigers.

“I’ve got my hands full,” he says.

The key to success, Snitch explains, is to put drones where the poachers are most likely to show up, no matter
what they’re after. And that means using drones smartly and efficiently.

[25]

[30]

[35]
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"Drones Put Spying Eyes in The Sky" from societyforscience.org, © 2014, Society for Science. Reprinted with
permission, all rights reserved.This article is intended only for single-classroom use by teachers. For rights to republish
Science News for Students articles in assessments, course packs, or textbooks, visit: https://www.societyforscience.org/

permission-republish.

Unless otherwise noted, this content is licensed under the CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license

“With good science and really great math,” he says, “you can do things that people say are impossible.”
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 Questions on, “Drones Put Spying Eyes in the Sky” 

 A.  What is the writer’s claim? Be sure to use evidence from the text. 

 B.  After reading, what are two (2) questions that you still have that you want to explore 
 further? 

 C.  In informational text, a complex set of ideas or sequences of events explains how 
 specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop.  Explain how this is proven 
 true in this text. 

 D.  Consider the writing. 
 How does Ornes use an interesting hook to capture the reader? 
 How is the structure of the text organized to aid understanding of the text? 



Tanner's Annunciation

Tanner's Annunciation
This text and image are provided courtesy of the Philadelphia Museum of Art.

1898Oil on canvas57 x 71 1/4 inches (144.8 x 181 cm)Framed: 73 3/4 x 87 1/4 inches (187.3 x 221.6 cm)HENRY OSSAWA TANNER 
American (active France)Purchased with the W. P. WilstachFund, 1899, W1899-1-1

We see a teenage girl, dressed in peasant robes, sitting on a rumpled bed in a room with a bumpy, 
cobblestone floor. She seems afraid and awed. Who could she be? What is happening? What is that 
bright column of light on the left? This painting is an unusual version of one of the oldest themes in 
European art, the Annunciation (which means announcement). In this New Testament Bible story, the 
angel Gabriel tells Mary that she will become the mother of Jesus. Traditional paintings of the 
Annunciation show Mary wearing fancy blue robes and seated in a European palace or cathedral, as she 
listens calmly to an angel with glorious wings and a halo.

Tanner made his painting so different from other artists' paintings of the same subject because he wanted 
the scene to be realistic. He painted The Annunciation in 1898, just after returning from his first trip to the 
Holy Land-Egypt and Palestine (now Israel). Sketching ordinary Jewish people in the settings where 
Jesus lived moved Tanner deeply, and he tried to make his painting as authentic as possible.

Tanner's academic training is evident in his skillful depiction of Mary's tense face and body and in his use 
of thin, transparent coats of paint called glazes to create the dark shadows and the soft, luminous effect. 
He also included several religious symbols in some of the details. Can you find them? The three pottery 
vessels in the corners may represent Mary since she will soon be the vessel of Jesus. The shelf high up 
on the wall in the upper left corner intersects the column of light to form the shape of a cross, the symbol 
of Christianity.

For Tanner, just as for African American artists who made pottery and quilts, and for preachers and 
congregations who sang spirituals, certain Bible stories became metaphors for freedom from slavery and 
discrimination. When The Annunciation was first shown in America, it was hailed as a "brilliant 
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Tanner's Annunciation

masterpiece."  In 1899 the painting was purchased for the city of Philadelphia and exhibited at the 
Pennsylvania Museum and School of Art (now the Philadelphia Museum of Art). It was the first work by 
Tanner to find a permanent home at a museum in the United States.

ABOUT THIS ARTIST 

Henry Ossawa Tanner was born in Pittsburgh in 1859, to Benjamin Tucker Tanner, a bishop in the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and Sarah Elizabeth Miller, who had escaped slavery as a child. His parents 
gave him the middle name Ossawa to honor the antislavery campaign launched three years earlier by 
John Brown in Osawatomie, Kansas.

When Tanner was ten years old, his family moved to Philadelphia, where he soon realized he wanted to 
be an artist. Against his father's wishes, he struggled to learn to paint over the next ten years, and was 
then admitted for free to the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts. Although he suffered insults from 
some of the white students there, he also found supportive teachers, including the realist painters Thomas 
Eakins and Thomas Hovenden.

In 1889, after moving to Atlanta, Tanner met a Methodist bishop who made it possible for the artist to travel 
to Europe. When he discovered that people in Paris were more accepting of racial diversity than in 
America, and that he could continue his academic training, he decided to stay. He was also thrilled by the 
Salon exhibitions held annually in Paris and hoped his paintings would be accepted there. Salon is French 
for "room" and refers to the part of the Louvre-now a museum, originally a royal palace-where the 
government-sponsored exhibitions took place. After several of his paintings based on Bible stories won 
Salon prizes, a wealthy American living in Paris was so impressed that he paid for Tanner's travels in 
Egypt and Palestine (now Israel). The Annunciation was the first painting Tanner made when he returned 
to Paris in 1898.

That same year he also met his future wife, Jessie M. Olssen, a young American opera singer of Swedish-
Scottish descent. She was intrigued by Tanner's modesty, especially in light of his artistic 
accomplishments, and they shared a love of music. Both sets of parents approved of the interracial 
marriage, and they were married in London the following year. Their only son was named Jesse Ossawa 
Tanner, a reminder of the Tanner family's struggle against prejudice. Tanner and his wife were discouraged 
by the ongoing racial tension they found during visits to the United States in the early 1900s, and decided 
to settle permanently in France. Tanner continued painting Biblical subjects, often with mystical overtones, 
and found success on both sides of the Atlantic. In 1923 he was awarded the Legion of Honor by the 
French government. When he died in his sleep in 1937, he was a celebrity in France, but still stereotyped 
as a "Negro painter" in America.

PHILADELPHIA ROOTS 

Although Henry Ossawa Tanner chose to live most of his adult life in Paris, France, his youth was spent in 
Philadelphia. He lived with his parents and seven brothers and sisters in the oldest part of the city near his 
father's church, Mother Bethel. At age thirteen, while taking a walk with his father, he encountered an artist 
painting in Fairmount Park and was so impressed that he decided on the spot to be a painter. He spent 
many hours at the Philadelphia Zoo sketching the African lions. He studied anatomy, perspective, and 
photography at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts. Tanner loved to visit the art galleries on 
Chestnut Street, and in 1886 he rented a studio at 927 Chestnut Street, where he painted Lion Licking Its 
Paw, also known as After Dinner. Although Tanner left America because he found it impossible to "fight 
prejudice and paint at the same time," one of his best-known paintings, The Annunciation, is now on view 
at the Philadelphia Museum of Art.

ReadWorks.org
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 Questions on, “Tanner’s Annunciation” 

 A.  What is the writer’s claim? Be sure to use evidence from the text. 

 B.  After reading, what are two (2) questions that you still have that you want to explore 
 further? 

 C.  In informational text, a complex set of ideas or sequences of events explains how 
 specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop.  Explain how this is proven 
 true in this text. 

 D.  How can this depiction of the Annunciation deepen our understanding of the event? 


